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Our assumptions

1. Courses are proposed by individual faculty members, in conversation with

colleagues in their department and beyond.

2. Divisions and APC trust the knowledge and experience of those proposing


courses, but at the same time work to insure that assigned general education


categories are fundamental to the purpose of the course.

3.  While a given course may touch on several areas of inquiry or perspectives,


in assigning it to certain categories we must look at the focus and intent of


the course, asking, “What does this course do best?”

Interpreting specific categories

General statement: The APC committee recognizes the ambiguity of certain

categories, but this is the byproduct of an awareness of interdisciplinarity, in which,

although we are all trained in the methodology of a certain discipline, the content of

our studies often intersects with that of other disciplines.

Inquiry across the liberal arts

Human Expression (HE)

Human Expression courses concentrate on reflection and creativity, that is the

creation of human expression and the study of it. Creativity includes the making or

performance of art while reflection includes the study of created works and

philosophical reflection and moral reasoning.

Primary Texts

At least one of the two required courses in the Human Expressions category must

include the substantive study of primary texts. The definition of “text” is expanded

to include the visual and oral, and the APC committee trusts the faculty teaching the

courses to define what “primary” means in their field. The key to understanding this

requirement lies in the notion of “substantive study” and “reflection” as the purpose

of the course. Thus, a course in creative writing or the case of the Luther College

Orchestra preparing a symphony, even if these employ primary texts, do not count

as primary text courses, because their focus and intent is creation and performance,

rather than study as an end in itself.

Human Behavior (HB)

Courses that satisfy this requirement investigate individual human behavior, or

human interactions within political, economic, or cultural institutions, including

change over time.

Social Sciences Methods 

One obligatory course in the field of human behavior must “use” social sciences

methods, and the APC committee acknowledges that not all HB courses are

automatically social sciences methods courses. We recognize that there is not one

social science method, just as there isn’t one social science, and students would not

be expected to become acquainted with all of these methods. The key to

understanding the distinction is that social sciences methods courses are those in

which students learn about the methods that social scientists use.

Learning Perspectives

Historical perspective

It is true that everything has a history and that many of our courses may refer to a

subject’s history as background for understanding the material. However, a course

that qualifies as historical perspective should include serious attention to source

analysis and interpretation over time of the phenomena studied in a given course.

The professor should have some understanding of the ways in which the historical

account that he or she is presenting has been variously interpreted and should base

historical accounts on the most recent and reputable scholarship, noting that there

is significant debate about how features of an event or culture should be

understood.

Intercultural perspective

It is important to distinguish between this perspective and the former “global

studies” requirement. The global studies requirement in the old curriculum focused

on the culture, economics, politics, religion, or social organization of areas outside

the United States, with required attention to the contemporary situation. The

intercultural perspective places cultures in relationship: “focused” on the

interactions and differences among cultures and peoples within the United States

and beyond”. Thus a course that focuses on the culture of a given country without

emphasis on interactions among cultures and peoples within and beyond that

country would not qualify.
First-year seminars (J-term 185 courses)

J-term 185 courses offer a chance to explore topics that might not be part of the standard curriculum. These seminars give students a chance to discover the way a discipline approaches a subject, or the way an inter-disciplinary approach to a topic might operate.  The courses are therefore not to be broad surveys or introductions to disciplines.

The faculty established J-term 185 courses to emphasize student participation, including assignments that encourage independent learning and require students to take significant responsibility for discussion and class presentation.  

Further, courses must be free-standing.  They may not have pre-requisites, and they may not be required for a major. A department may count a course as an elective in a major if it chooses.

